
CASE STUDY 

THE CENTRUM BUILDING 





How can 
AV systems be designed for a 

space built for collaboration and 

knowledge transfer between 

biotech startups and the scientific 

research community?   

 
#SwitchOnthepossibilities. 



The Brief 
 
 

The building was conceived for a single 

purpose- encourage more collaboration and partnerships between start-up, 

early-stage companies and multinational corporations in the biotech space. 

 

1. The brief specified AV systems designed to facilitate such interactions between en-

trepreneurs, researchers, scientists and multinational corporations to attract inward 

investments, make new connections, develop new business ideas, and share exper-

tise. 

2. It was also essential to deliver infrastructure throughout the office and labora-

tory facilities to help build a brand for the space: attract new business ten-

ants to the Park. 

 

THE CENTRUM BUILDING 
 

Part of a £26M project funded by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research 

Council (BBSRC) and is the new hub for commercial research and development at the 

Norwich Research Park, one of Europe’s leading centre for research in Food, Health and 

the Environment. The Park accommodates over 12,000 people including 3,000 

researchers and clinicians with an annual research spend over £100 million. 

 

The four-storey building (4,000 sq. m.) of facilities including laboratory and office space, a 

business centre, formal and informal meeting rooms. The intended purpose of the building 

is to provide a hub for the science and business community, and also to facilitate 

collaboration amongst the Research Park’s occupants including small and large 

enterprises. 

 



 

The Solution 

The Centrum houses meeting, networking and events facilities 

as well as a 140 seat contemporary restaurant and café which 

is open to both Park residents and visitors alike. 

 

Recognising the significance of open/break-out spaces and 

the café culture to the entrepreneur community, particular 

attention was paid to introducing interactive elements in the 

building reception and café. Besides the 47” commercial LED 

Digital Signage displays, the restaurant area has also been 

fitted with a 7000-Lumen WUXGA projector to display content 

on the electric projection screen. 

 

To support the projection, a Bose Freespace audio system with 

8 speakers and 2 sub woofers was sympathetically integrated 

within the ceiling raft. 

 

Laboratory, office suites and other workspaces were 

equipped with their individual AV systems in each of the re-

quired areas. Two meeting rooms in which wall mounted 47” 

and 55” commercial LED screens were fitted, along with a pair 

of specially imported DLS Speakers from Sweden. 

 

Each of these rooms was also equipped with a flush table 

mounted Hydraport to allow for devices to present onto the 

screen via auxiliary connections, with the system controlled by 

a wall mounted AMX control panel. 

 

Where required, Epson interactive short throw projectors were 

installed to display images onto a matte enamel board which 

can be doubled up as a dry wipe board for brain storming, 

and a pair of Bose speakers to enhance audio delivery. 

A glass fronted lectern was provided to house an AMX 

touchscreen control panel, laptop connections, and a HD 

streaming media encoder to enable presentations to be live 

streamed onto the network. A Shure wireless microphone system 

was also incorporated into the system for voice reinforcement of 

presentations. 

 

The board room was equipped with dual 55” commercial LED 

screens along with wall mounted slim DLS Speakers and a flush 

table mounted Hydraport to allow for devices to present onto 

the screen via HDMI or VGA. Lifesize video conferencing system 

was also installed to allow the room to be used for multi-point 

video calls and an AMX 7” table top touch control panel was 

provided to deliver full control. 

 

The Centrum Building, which opened in July 2014, has since won 

the New Build Award in the South Norfolk Council's Design 

Awards 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 Systemsthinking in action. 



The difference. 

The difference lies in our approach. The only way to turn a 

client brief into a relevant solution is to get a thorough 

understanding of what they do, as much as an understanding 

of what they aim to do in future. 

 

We begin each project by listening to our clients' requirements 

and working within their parameters to deliver an AV solution 

which delivers an answer to a problem. 

 

This is particularly critical for clients within the commercial sector, 

where employees are dispersed across multiple locations.  

Projects require due consideration and where it is essential to 

work around minimising disruptions and adhering to schedules 

of strategic significance. 

 
As with all our projects, the work we undertake with clients is 

entirely managed in-house by a dedicated project manager, 

who co-ordinates between the client project teams, contractors 

and the architects, to ensure we deliver on time and within 

budget. 

 

 



Snelling Business Systems 

 

Our roots go back to 1954; Roy Snelling started his busi-

ness out of a redundant Victorian laundry in rural Norfolk, 

selling Television and Radio sets in the earliest days of 

broadcasting.   

 

He witnessed a major transformation as more and more 

TV and Radio sets found a place in living rooms- a whole 

new way for people to interact, engage and consume 

information. The same purpose for which many AV sys-

tems and environments are designed and built for today. 

 

More importantly, there was a new medium for engage-

ment and interactions at a ‘sensory level’. Over the 

years, our experience led us to ask ourselves the 

pertinent question.      

 

 

 

We’re Social. 

 

As we grew and evolved as a business, our internal cul-

ture and design/engineering philosophy begins with a 

simple question “How can..?”. As an AV integration spe-

cialist, thinking ‘How Can..?’ has also evolved to build AV 

systems that can solve problems of strategic importance 

to your business/institution.     

  

We deliver all aspects of audio visual integration from de-

sign, integration, supply, installation and on-going 

maintenance - all backed by a service ethic, which con-

tinues to carry the 

Snelling signature of quality.      

 

Based in London and Norwich, we have maintained our 

portfolio of major clients and diverse projects across 

Higher 

Education, Corporate, Public Sector and niche projects. 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/snellingbusinesssystems
https://twitter.com/SnellingBiz


#SwitchOnthepossibilities. 



Snelling Business Systems 

Unit 23, Chestnut Drive 

Wymondham Business Park 

Wymondham 

Norfolk 

NR18 9SB 

 

 
www.snellingbiz.com 
 

 

 




