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Anglia Ruskin is one of the largest universities in the UK with over 

31,000 undergraduate and postgraduate students, across their 

campuses in Cambridge, Chelmsford, Harlow and Peterborough.  

 

Besides formal degree education, ARU also provide a range of 

professional qualifications as well as part-time/continuing 

education. 

 

 
 



How can four separate lectures be delivered to 

eighty students, simultaneously, in the same lab 

without causing any confusion or distraction?    
 

SuperLab at Anglia Ruskin University 

Chelmsford 

2015 

 



 

Backdrop 
 

In recent years, Universities are faced with two major challenges:    
 

- Funding cuts: significant financial risk for institutions as levels of expenditure start 

to outstrip growth in income.   
 

- Students (mostly digital natives) are now paying more than ever before for 

education, which has naturally raised their expectations from academic quality 

and classroom facilities.  
 

Capital investments in learning space projects are imperative to meet student’s 

‘value for money’ expectations. At the same time, institutions must also find ways 

to control their operating costs and operational pressure on infrastructure.   

Our working relationship 
 
 

In March 2010, we were awarded the 

contract for the £10 million Postgradu-

ate Medical Institute (PMI) project; a 

new construction on the Rivermead 

campus in Chelmsford. 

 

The project included the design, sup-

ply, installation and managed ser-

vices of high complexity, high value 

integrated AV systems throughout the 

building. The PMI project allowed us to 

design and install AV systems circum-

venting several technological and 

building space challenges.  

The successful delivery on this project 

laid the foundation for a strong working 

relationship with the university. 

 

Since our first engagement in 2010, we 

have continued to work on several 

projects across the university's four 

campuses, on projects of strategic 

importance in teaching space 

management, which demanded 

innovation in planning, systems design 

and engineering. 

Post Graduate Medical Institute (PMI) 

Chelmsford 



 

New Builds 

Following the successful completion of the Postgraduate 

Medical Institute in Chelmsford, Snelling Business Systems was 

approached to fulfil the AV requirements for the £9.3 million, 

three-story university centre. 

 

A joint venture between Harlow college and Anglia Ruskin 

university, the 2,400 square metre building, forms part of a 

modern campus and includes teaching and learning facili-

ties, a 96 seat lecture theatre, an i-Lab (an IT facility to en-

courage and inspire creative thought), rich media lecture re-

cording systems, and conferencing facilities. 

 

Anglia Ruskin University is one of the few universities in the UK 

to have established its own Eye Clinic, and we completed the 

teaching room and signage fit out in 2012. 

 

We were also appointed to design, supply, install and main-

tain the AV requirements for a new £9 million campus for the 

Anglia Ruskin Faculty in Cambridge. The new development in 

Young Street features state-of-the-art clinical skills laborato-

ries, including mock hospital wards and an operating theatre, 

as well as a 200 seat lecture theatre, general lecture rooms, 

and space for academic and support staff.  

 

Refurbishments 

Snelling Business Systems have also worked with ARU on a se-

ries of  refurbishment projects, including: 
 

2011 -  Ruskin Digital Gallery, Cambridge  

2011 -  Guild House, Peterborough  

 SystemsThinking in action. 

2012 - Fulbourn Hospital Campus, Fulbourn 

2012 - University Campus Peterborough 

2012 - Centrally Bookable Rooms AV Contract (Phase 1) 

2013 - David Building, Cambridge 

2013 - Lord Ashcroft Building, Cambridge 

2013 - Ragged School, Cambridge 

2013 - Centrally Bookable Rooms AV Contract (Phase 2) 

2014 - Centrally Bookable Rooms AV Contract (Phase 3) 

2015 - SuperLab 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Ruskin Digital Gallery 

 
First of its kind in the United Kingdom, which can display artwork 

both digitally as well as on gallery walls. 

 

In order to give the Ruskin Gallery its desired status, AV technology 

drawing on some of the industry's latest innovations were installed. 

These include the world's first 103" 3D Full HD plasma screen. 

 

What made the project challenging project was achieving a 

seamless blend of state-of-the-art AV technology (which was at 

the heart of the installation), with the period character of the 

building. 

 

 

 



User testimonial 
 

“Our SuperLab is a perfect example of using advanced technology to create new opportunities for 

teaching and learning at all higher educational levels.   

 

It is not only a great experience to teach using this facilities, but also enjoyable for our students as their 

stations are equipped with AV systems beside laboratory kit and instruments. Furthermore, the unique 

design and structure of the lab permit teaching up to four groups at the same time, which helps facili-

tate our timetabling”.  

 

Dr. Mohammad Najlah 
Senior Lecturer of Pharmaceutics, Anglia Ruskin University      

 

 



What we learnt about ourselves. 

With Anglia Ruskin University, we have worked on a case-

by-case basis to deliver projects across a broad scale of 

complexity. 

 

But at the heart of each project we have managed lies 

the difference in our approach to projects: working to-

wards the long-term objectives of the client such that pro-

jects commissioned by clients today serve as a strategic 

progression towards their realisation. 

 

This makes us the ideal provider to partner with for large, 

geographically segmented sites such as Anglia Ruskin Uni-

versity. We have the background and extensive experi-

ence looking at each individual project, whether a new-

build or a refurbishment. 

 

Furthermore, our specialism in delivering AV installations 

within the higher and further education sectors gives us the 

valuable appreciation of the importance and pressures of 

fulfilling contracts within time and budget, and in planning 

for minimum impact on staff and students alike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reliable working relationships.  
 

#SwitchOnthepossibilities. 
 



Snelling Business Systems 

 

Our roots go back to 1954; Roy Snelling started his busi-

ness out of a redundant Victorian laundry in rural Norfolk, 

selling Television and Radio sets in the earliest days of 

broadcasting.   

 

He witnessed a major transformation as more and more 

TV and Radio sets found a place in living rooms- a whole 

new way for people to interact, engage and consume 

information. The same purpose for which many AV sys-

tems and environments are designed and built for today. 

 

More importantly, there was a new medium for engage-

ment and interactions at a ‘sensory level’. Over the 

years, our experience led us to ask ourselves the 

pertinent question.      

 

 

We’re Social.  

 

As we grew and evolved as a business, our internal cul-

ture and design/engineering philosophy begins with a 

simple question “How can..?”. As an AV integration spe-

cialist, thinking ‘How Can..?’ has also evolved to build AV 

systems that can solve problems of strategic importance 

to your business/institution.     

  

We deliver all aspects of audio visual integration from de-

sign, integration, supply, installation and on-going 

maintenance - all backed by a service ethic, which con-

tinues to carry the 

Snelling signature of quality.      

 

Based in London and Norwich, we have maintained our 

portfolio of major clients and diverse projects across 

Higher 

Education, Corporate, Public Sector and niche projects. 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/snellingbusinesssystems
https://twitter.com/SnellingBiz


#SwitchOnthepossibilities. 



Snelling Business Systems 

Unit 23, Chestnut Drive 

Wymondham Business Park 

Wymondham 

Norfolk 

NR18 9SB 

 

 
www.snellingbiz.com 
 

 

 





www.snellingbiz.com 


